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writes Machael Hurle

s Indoncsia enjoys a natural resources boom and a steady revival in investor
confidence, business travellers arc getting acquainted with Jakarta’s best golfing
spots. But leaving business aside, would this city of 10 million people deserve a
visit just for the golf? |

From Hong Kong, Jakarta is outside the short-hop radms that makes I’huket,
Hua Hin and Hainan so convenient for a quick break. There 1s no doubt that the
city has some great courses, but if you don't have a work reason to go there, it 1s worth weighing
up the pros and cons before jumping on the four-and-three-quarter hour flight.
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Courtesyof GalfWonderful Indonesia (Cenghkareng), AFF (Jaidee); Roy Lee/roylee com (Caddie)

The first myth to shatter i1s that Jakarta’s
snarling traffic may prevent you ever getting
to the first tee. It is truc that congestion is a
problem and with population growing fast there
is no sohation in sight. Much as the British enjoy
discussing the weather, conversations in Jakarta
frequently turn to the notorious state of the
traffic and how best to avoid it
The good news 1s that Jakarta’s best courses
arc casily accessible on the cast-west circular
highway or by heading south on the three-lane
toll road towards Jagorawi and Bogor. Morc
te the point, if you pick the right times you
will logically avond the rush hour conditions
altogether. Indonesians like to tee it up carly so
many chbs take bookings from 5.30am onwards,
allowing you get at least halfway around before
the mercury starts rising. If you prefer a lie-in, a
post-lanch tee off 1s the way to go, so you finish
with a Bintang beer on the terrace as the shadows
are lengthening across the fairways.
A second, very valid question would be,
Clockwise from top: why choose Jakarta over Bali, which is a similar
Visitors can expect "True travelling distance from Hong Kong? Bali’s
Enjoyment” when the visit delights are well documented; so let’s just say

which is lﬂﬂdﬂ ﬂ:i]; gy ' that for the committed golfer Jakarta offers great
Jakarta's international varicty and vahie, as well as memorable hospitality.

There are more than 30 courses offening different
airport; Thongchai Jaidee | ring
pli!ianq:]:';:a.ch:ltha chalknges at diffcrent price points.

2006 Indonesian Open

at the Arnold Palmer- fITar:Road Soutb

designed Emeralda Golf
Club; one of Emeralda's Undeniably, Indoncsia is a country blessed with
highly-trained caddies spectacular scenery, and volcanocs, rivers and

*

plantations provide the backdrop for a number
of stunning courscs in and around Bogor, a
hill town 50 kilometres to the south of the
city. Layouts such as Emecalda, Permata Sentul
and Jagorawi and arc set out over manicured,
undulating terrain, a contrast to the flatter
layouts around suburban Jakarta

Emeralda is onc of the first courses you
reach along the Jagorawi Toll Road and offers
27 pleasing holes designed by two legends of the
game; Amold Palmer was the man responsible
for the championship Lake/River layout while
Jack Nicklaus contributed the Plantation nine,

While Emeralda was built with tournament
golf in mind - the club has hosted several
Indonesian Opens and boasts a vast clubhouse
reminiscent of many you find at upscale resorts
across the border in southern China — it offers
cnough margin of error to be enjoyed by all
but the most wayward. Excellent year-round
conditioning makes Palmer’s pitched greens a
handful, however, and even the members say
that chipping from below the hole 15 a far more
preferable option than trying to two-putt from
above it.

Permata Sentul, a further 20 kilometres to
the south, plays over two separate loops of ninc
that wind around a forested hillside, 1n some
ways reminiscent of the Eden Course at the
Hong Kong Golf Clab. It comes as no surpnse
to learn that both courses were the work of five-
time Open champion Peter Thomson and his
design team.

The back nine is laid out on higher ground
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and has the more memorable holes, with
most lined by trees and several requiring shots
over rice paddies and ravines. There are some
spectacular views, most notably from the tee on
the par-three 15th. This is not a bombers’ course
and a three-wood or long iron is often the smart
play to give yourself a full pitch shot into the
small contoured greens. Another quirk which
may not be to everyone’s liking is a sequence
of three par-threes in the space of four holes
around the rurn.

What the course does offer is fresher air due
to its clevation, a memorable test, and some
of the friendliest caddies around. The course
finishes with a gorgeous sweeping par-five,
surrounded by mature trees, a sctting that
resembles a grand old English country estate.

In between Emeralda and Permata Sentul lies
the grand old dame of Javanese Golf - Jagorawi.
Its two Peter Thomson-designed layouts - the
Old and the New courses — are among the most
splendidly landscaped in the land and although
neither can be described as long, especially by
modern standards, both require a cooperative
driver and finesse if good scoring is to be
achieved. A members’ club in the true sense
of the term, Jagorawi is strictly private. The
club does have a reciprocal arrangement with
Clearwater Bay however,

Around the City

Cengkareng is onc of the preeminent courscs
in Jakarta and a popular choice among the cxpat
community. Certainly the club’s way of enticing
golfers — male golfers, at least — becomes pretty
obvious the moment you sct foot inside the
clubhouse; lithe young women — from the bag

drop attendants to the receptionists, pro shop staff and waitresses — make up the
vast percentage of the workforce. The caddies, like everywhere in Jakarta, are
exchusively women. Cengkareng’s motto s “True Enjoyment™ and it is customary
for members to take in at least one of the club’s signature margaritas at the
halfway house. There’s even an oxygen room where pure O2 is pumped in while
hcad-and-neck massages arc administered. For many, it i1s the most convivial chab
in Southcast Asia.

For Hong Kong visitors, Cengkareng’s proximity to the airport is an added
advantage, making it feasible to catch a round before getting the afternoon flight
home. The sun-baked greens regularly run at 10 or more on the simpmeter
making putting a particulady tricky proposition. That said, the par-fives are a
little on the short side and it 15 hard to imagine they provided too much difficulty
for the pros when the Indonesian Open was held here back in 2005 and 2008,
For the recreational player, though, this course offers plenty of interest,

While the par-three 17th would stake a claim as Cengkareng’s signature
hole, several others feature imaginative use of water. However, the water-less
5th and the 13th are in our view two of the best par fours — both require carcful
navigation between trees and sand to find well-landscaped green complexes.

Having opened in 1999, Cengkareng, which 1s a walking course, has a very
established feel with a variety of mature trees lining the fairways and a very
professional operation in the chub house. It is certainly a course that merits repeat
visits, if only to master the treacherous putting surfaces and reacquaint onesclf
with the excellent bar and restaurant afterwards.

Also on the west side of the city and within a close taxi hop to the airport,
Padang Golf Modern is a very fair, if somewhart flat, layout. Tt features a
number of long par fours and doglegs that challenge you to bite off the corner.
From the bhue tees many of the fairways are (somewhat predictably) encroached
by bunkers at the 240-260 yard range. If you arc not prepared to usc your driver
and take on the sand you can find yoursclf with some lengthy approaches,

The grainy greens and a cavernous, characterless clubhouse left us slightly
underwhelmed, but the friendly and knowledgeable caddies did their best
to make amends. If you want to fit one final round in with your flight
schedule but cannot get a tee time at Cengkareng, Padang Modern is a
good plan B.

One of the newest chubs in the capital — and one of the finest to have opened
anywhere in Southeast Asia in recent times — is Royale Jakarta, a sprawling 27-
hole complex within casy reach of the aty centre.

The work of architect Bob Moore of the prolific J]MI* Design firm, the course,
which has alrcady held the Indonesian Open twice, is decked out in wall-to-
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wall paspalum grass, which allows lush vet springy playing surfaces and fearures | The vast and loxuriously-appointed
artistic, sometimes penal bunkering. Water also plays a significant part of this | clubhouse at Royale Jakarta
strategic vet highly enjoyable track, but be warned: choose where you play from | ©verlooks the 9th and 18th greens
with caution. Even from the regular blues, Royale Jakarta is long and certain
holes can be a slog. Drop down to the whites and your post-round nasi goreng
in the luxurious clubhouse will taste an awful lot better. —Additional reporting

by Alex Jenkins

WHERE TO PLAY

Royale Jakarta Golf Club ****1/2 Permata Sentul Golf & Country Club****  Four Seasons 55555
royalejarkarta.com permatasentulgolf.com fourseasons.com/jakarta
Jagorawi Golf & Country Club ****1,/2 Emeralda Golf Club **** Hotel Mulia Senayan 55555
jagorawi.com emeralda-golfcdub.com hotelmulia.com
Cengkareng Golf Club **** Padang Golf Modemn *** The Park Lane 5555
cengkarenggolfclub.com modemgolfco.id parklanejakarta.com

WHEN TO GO GETTING THERE

Courtesy of Golf Wonderful Indonesia

Courses are in great condition all year around but
in the dry months between June and September,
while Hong Kong is steamy and stormy, Jakarta's
climate is best suited for golf. January and
February are the wettest months and are worth
avoiding. Indonesia has the world’s largest
Muslim population and the holy month of
Ramadan is widely observed in Jakarta. While
this doesn’t generally affect visitors to a great
degree - the city’'s many excellent restaurants
are still open throughout the day, although bars
will tend to close earlier than usual - hotels and
flights get booked up quickly during Lebaran,
the holiday that signifies the end of Ramadan.

It's worth noting that your caddie, as well as
most people you encounter in the service
industry, is likely to be fasting during Ramadan,
and itis respectful to be sensitive to their needs.
In 2013, Ramadan commences on July 9.

Cathay Pacific (cathaypacific.com) and
Garuda Indonesia (garuda-indonesia.

com) fly direct between Hong Kong and

Jakarta several times a day (flying time:
4 hours, 45 minutes). While booking
directly with the golf courses from

Hong Kong is possible, it is cheaper and

far more convenient to buy a package
through Golf Wonderful Indonesia
(golfwonderfulindonesia.com), a new
government-supported initiative and
travel agency. A five-day/four-night
stay at a five-star hotel including four
rounds of golf, airport transfers and
an on-call car and driver costs from
US51,405 (based on single occupancy).
Groups of four or more are entitled to
further discounts. Flights and visa fees
are not part of the package price.
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